Abstract-We present exact three-dimensional semi-analytical expressions of the force exerted between two coaxial thick coils with rectangular cross-sections. Then, we present a semi-analytical formulation of their mutual inductance. For this purpose, we have to calculate six and seven integrations for calculating the force and the mutual inductance respectively. After mathematical manipulations, we can obtain semi-analytical formulations based on only two integrations. It is to be noted that such integrals can be evaluated numerically as they are smooth and derivable. Then, we compare our results with the filament and the finite element methods. All the results are in excellent agreement.
INTRODUCTION
Various electromagnetic applications are composed of two thick coils that form a loosely coupled transformer. The first coil generates a magnetic field in all points in space, and this magnetic field is partly picked up by the secondary coil. This is an efficient way of transfering power wirelessly. However, a decrease in power transfer efficiency can be caused by a lower mutual inductance between two coils [1] [2] . In other words, it is very useful to know the accurate value of the mutual inductance or the force exerted between two coils. Indeed, the force is directed linked to the mutual inductance as it is proportional to its gradient.
The calculation of mutual inductance for circular coils has been studied by many authors [3] - [12] . These papers are generally based on the application of Maxwell's formula, Neumann's formula and the Biot Savart law. By using these approaches, the mutual inductance of circular coils can be expressed in terms of analytical and semi-analytical functions, as the elliptic integrals of the first, second and third kind, the Heummann's Lambda function or the Bessel functions [13] [15] . Such analytical methods are also suitable for calculating the magnetic near-field or far-field from circular cylindrical magnetic sources [16] [19] or for the determination of the forces exerted between them [20] - [25] . On the other hand, authors generally use the finite element method or the boundary element method for solving such magnetostatic problems. However, as stated in [26] , it is interesting to obtain analytical or semi-analytical exact expressions having a lower computational cost for optimization purposes.
In this paper, we propose to replace each coil by a toroidal conductor carrying uniform current volume density for calculating both the force exerted between two thick coils and their mutual inductance. These toroidal conductors are assumed to be perfectly circular and radially centered. We define an equivalent current volume density j which is linked to the number of loops and the coil dimensions. We use the Lorentz force for evaluating the exact axial force exerted between two thick coils carrying uniform current volume densities. We obtain a semi-analytical expression of the force that requires only two numerical integrations. However, its computational cost remains very low compared to the finite element method one as we need only about 0.05 s for calculating the axial force for a given configuration. Then, we compare our semi-analytical approach with the filament method. This comparison is a way for us to verify the accuracy of our semianalytical model and to study the differences that occur between these three methods when two coils are close to each other. The analytical and numerical simulations are in very good agreement. The second part of this paper deals with the analytical calculation of the mutual inductance of two thick coils in air. We use the potential vector and the Stoke's Theoreom for reducing the number of numerical integrations required for evaluating this mutual inductance. We obtain a semi-analytical expression based on two numerical integrations. However, its computational cost remains very low (less than 0.5 s). Furthermore, we do not use any simplifying assumptions in the integral formulations of the mutual inductance. Then, we compare our approach with both the finite element method and a method proposed by Kajikawa [27] [28]. Here again, the results are in excellent agreement hal-00464404, version 1 -18 Mar 2010 and show that our approach is exact.
AXIAL FORCE FORMULATION
We present in this section our three-dimensional analytical formulation for calculating the force exerted between two thick coils with rectangular cross sections. It is emphasized here that the two thick coils considered are replaced by two toroidal conductors having uniform current densities. However, for the rest of this paper, we will talk about thick coils rather than toroidal conductors.
Notation and geometry
Let us first consider Fig.1 where we have represented two thick coils carrying uniform current volume densities: 
Expressions of the axial force
The first step for calculating the axial force exerted between two thick coils is to express the magnetic induction field produced by the lower thick coil shown in Fig.1 . By using the Biot-Savart Law, the magnetic induction field B 1 is expressed as follows:
The axial force, exerted by coil 1 on coil 2, is derived with the following equation:
By inserting (1) in (2), we have:
where the Green's function G( r , r) is defined as follows:
hal - Geometry considered: two thick coils carrying uniform current volume densities. For the lower thick coil, the inner radius is r 1 , the outer one is r 2 , the lower height is z 1 , the upper one is z 2 ; for the upper thick coil, the inner radius is r 3 , the outer one is r 4 , the lower height is z 3 , the upper one is z 4 .
Therefore, (3) becomes:
We obtain the final expression:
where
In cylindrical coordinates, −∇G( r , r) is reduced to the following form:
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By projecting j 1 , j 2 and −∇G( r , r) in cartesian coordinates, we find the following form of the axial force exerted between two thick coils radially centered:
The previous relation can be directly reduced to the following form:
After integrating with respect tor,z andz, we obtain the following reduced analytical expression of the axial force exerted between two thick coils radially centered:
The parameters α, β, ǫ, γ, ζ are defined in Table 1 . It is emphasized here that Eq. (10) is an exact semi-analytical expression. This implies that it can be used whatever the thick coil dimensions and may be used as a robust tool for evaluating the accuracy of any numerical methods. Table 1 . Definition of the parameters used in ( 10)
COMPARISON OF THE AMPERIAN CURRENT MODEL AND THE FILAMENT METHOD
We present in this section a comparison between the amperian current model and the filament method for calculating the axial force exerted between two thick thick coils carrying uniform current volume densities. We compare two configurations and we discuss the accuracy of each method.
First configuration: two thick coils having the same dimensions
The first configuration consists of two thick coil having the same dimensions and the same uniform current volume densities. We take the following dimensions for our numerical simulations: It is useful to mention that the volume densities j 1 and j 2 correspond to a current I = I 1 = I 2 that equals 1 A. We represent in Fig.2 the axial force exerted between the two coils versus the axial distance d between them. When d = 0, the two thick coils are in contact. We have also presented the numerical results of our analytical method and the filament method in Table 2 . Table 2 and Eq.2 show a very good agreement between the filament method, our amperian current model and the finite element method for calculating the axial force exerted between two thick coils in air. The filament method was employed with 10*10*10*10 filaments and the computational cost was 25 s. However, this computational cost can be reduced by employing 5*5*5*5 filaments and reach only 1.7 s. The computational cost of our semi-analytical method is 0.18 s. Table 2 . Comparison between our analytical approach, the filament method and the finite element method for calculating the axial force (mN) exerted between two thick coils having the same dimensions.
Second configuration: two thick coils having different dimensions
The second configuration consists of two thick coils having different dimensions. We use the following parameters: N 1 = 400 and N 2 = 800 We take the following dimensions: Table 3 . Comparison between our analytical approach, the filament method and the finite element method for calculating the axial force (mN) exerted between two thick coils having different dimensions. It is useful to mention that the volume densities j 1 and j 2 correspond to a current I = I 1 = I 2 that equals 1 A.
We represent in Fig.3 the axial force between two thick coils having different dimensions versus the axial displacement d and in Table 2 the numerical results in some points. Table 3 and Fig.3 show that the three methods presented in this paper are in excellent agreement.
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Nevertheless, our semi-analytical approach has a lower computational cost than the finite element method or the filament method.
MUTUAL INDUCTANCE OF TWO THICK COILS
Let us first consider the expression of the axial magnetic field produced by the lower thick coil. By considering the number of loops of each thick coil, the axial component of the magnetic field created by the lower coil is expressed as follows:
(12) It is emphasized here that the calculation of the force requires the knowledge of the radial component created by the lower thick coil whereas the calculation of the mutual inductance requires the knowledge of the magnetic field axial component created by this lower thick coil. The flux across one elementary loop of the second thick coil whose radius is r is expressed as follows:
By using the Stoke's Theorem, we can write that:
where A is the vector potential created by the lower thick coil. The previous relation can be transformed as follows:
We obtain:
The total magnetic flux across the second thick coil is given as follows:
The mutual inductance can be deducted from the previous expression as follows:
After integrating with respect to r,z andz, we obtain a semi-analytical expression based on only two numerical integrations:
where We represent in Fig.4 the mutual inductance versus the axial distance d with our analytical method and in Table 4 the numerical results obtained with the finite element method, the approach of Kajikawa and our analytical approach. Table 4 and Fig.4 clearly show that all the results are in excellent agreement. This confirms the accuracy of our analytical approach.
CONCLUSION
We have presented exact semi-analytical expressions of the force exerted between two thick coils carrying uniform current volume densities and of their mutual inductance. For this purpose, we have replaced each thick coil by a toroidal conductor having uniform current volume density. Our expressions are based on two numerical integrations of continuous and derivable functions. Consequently, their computational cost remain very low compared to the finite element method and are also lower than the filament method. This exact expression can be used for calculating the force exerted between two thick coils in air as our results are in excellent agreement with the filament method and the finite element method.
